SWSMLAM TT3MPLB KAIFIYAT IN \. P.

The festival days for Lord Mallikarjuna commence in Magha  bahula' ......

and continue for ten days. The Radhotsava was (formerly ) being celebrated. Recently
the temple chariot got burnt down in a fire accident. The Tern (chariot) was not
built asain Therefore the Radhotsavam is not being celebrated. In the olden days,
the Lord was being ceremoniously taken round the prakarams outside the temple.
As this was resulting in great expenditure, this was stopped. Now the Lord is being
taken around only inside the temple. The festival pilgrims start congregating from
Sivaratri and continue upto Chaitra bahula panchami (5th day). On this 5th day of
Bahula fortnight of Chaitra month the 'Kumbam' is setup for mother Bhramarambika
in the temple; on that day sheep are sacrificed before the Ammavari Sannidhi and only
the buffalo is sacrificed outside the temple in the western portion. The cooked rice
which is heaped in the Kumbam is distributed to Sudras and others. The sheep and
buffalos are given to Madigas. The day after the heaping up of rice (kumbam), the
pilgrims who congregate here - the Government officials, shop-keepers, brahmins and
others move down the Parvata and return. Two pujaris and one bairagi - in all three
stay in the temple. No one else stays here.

On Sivaratri day, a weaver ties a roll of cloth as a turban-cloth (Paga) around
the mandapam ceiling of the - garbhagudi mukhamandapa which is covered by
copper plates and gilded (having Nandi and other figures). No one knows that a man
is tying this roll of cloth as he is not visible. This 'paga' thereafter becomes the property
of the temple; 'the divanam' was collecting one rupee per person as fee, and similarly
four annas per bullocks and horses each. A fee was levied on provisions brought up
also. However, no tax was collected from brahmins, gosains, byragis and jogi-jangams.

In olden days when Sri Krishnadeva Raya was reigning in Vijayanagara,
there was an order that such fees should not be collected and a stone inscription to this
effect was erected in the temple. Thereafter in the days of Muslim rulers, a tax of
one rupee per person was being collected. In the days of Munwar Khan, Zamindar
of Kandanavolu, more was being collected. In the reign of Kandanayolu Zamindar
Alapah Khan, there is no tax on Brahmins, byragis, gosains and jogi-jangams. All
others have to pay Rs. 7/- per person and similarly per bullock and horse. The
Kambhi kavadi brought by Lingabalijas is charged at half the rate of three rupees for
those who come regularly; others however are charged seven rupees. In addition
men, bullocks and horses are levied another tax of two rupees. The abhisckam for the
Lord costs three rupees ; in addition there is a levy of another fee of two rupees. I n all
there is a levy of rupees sixteen per person. The revenue received is higher from linga-
balijas arriving from Maharastra country and not from other countrymen. Srisailam
is as important as Kasi for lingabalijas. They therefore bring 'kavadis' from their
country. These kavadis carry the Vittali basavanna lingam and bells. After bringing
the kavadi the hngam and basavanna are brought into contact with the linga of Srisaila
Malhkarjuna, and when they are descending from the Parvatarn, the waters of the Patala-
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